8/28/58 


Dear Sir; 


Something very strange happened at the center today. 


Today, about I o-clock, I noticed a strange man and 
a Calexico boy roaming around the center. When they got 
to barrack #II, Oscar Legaspi ran them out because they 
had no bugSinesssthereg.A little afterwards, Mr. Ritzman 
brought these same two fellows over to me and said.. 


Hey, tell this fellow what you are doing here. 


I thought’ the fellow was a Labor Dept. official and 
I gave him a full explaination of my work. He then asked me 
who I was working for and if I had any medical back-ground. 
I explained that also. He then asked me for my name and 
took a pencil to write it down. At this point I remembered 
what you said, that I do not have to answer to any of 
these guyse So I got up and asked him who he was and what 
all this was about. He introduced himself as a reporter 
from the Mexicali press(ABC). He then shook my hand and 
proceeded to tell me about his work...» 


You have probably read and heard about the medical rackets 
and the bribes braceros have paid to medical aids of the 
U.S.P.H.S. You have probably also heard of the medecines 
being sold to the braceros for I2 and I3 dollars. The 
Mexican Government is now conducting an investigation, 
There are several Mexicali. officials and the Mexican 
Consul in Calexico in on this. I am here for this reason. 


Mr. Ritzman stood by us thru out our conversation. 
He never said a word. 


After this they all left. 


As soon as they left,Oscar Legaspi came right over 
to me and asked me what it was all about. I explained 
all what was said in the conversation and I continued 
to do my interviewing. 


A little while later Oscar came back with an Immigration 
officer and introduced him to me. He then asked me to tell 
him about the reporter. I also gave him a full explaination. 
TI asked him what it was all about and he said it was exactly 
what he was trying to find out. Then Oscar and he left. 


A little while later Oscar came back and told me that 
the reporter was taken into custody as he was leaving the 
Gonsul's office. He was being held by Immigration, It 
seems that he was not cleared by Immigration to come to 
the center.(to ask questions). He had also told Mr. Francis 
that he only wanted to come in and look around to see how 
the processing was done. He never mentioned anything about 
an investigation nor anything about asking questions. Oscar 
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Said that his passaport and visa would be taken away and 

that he would never be able to enter the U.S. again. The 

boy, aformer employ of the center was told that if he was 
ever caught in the center again he would be put in jail, 

(by Mr. Francis). 


Oscar also said that Mr. Ritzman was chewed out for 
per permitting such a thing to go on under his big "Dick 
Tracey" nose.( it seems that nobody in the center likes 
Ritzman, He is always trying to push people around), 


is a story Oscar told me about Ri tZMAaniiar’s 0 che 


Four years ago, when Ritzman first got here, Iwas screening 
the men in one of the barracks. It was during the rush 

season and there were hundreds of men comming in, It seems 
that Ritzman wanted to do some grower friends of his a favor. 
He came barging into the barrack and with some men and 

tossed some passaports in front of me and said"clear these 
men for me". I asked him who he was and he said he was the 
asistant manager and to: clear these men. I told him that 
there were many men ahead of them and that they would have 

to wait their turn. He got angry and started to shoot his 
mouth off at me. I told him to get the heck out of the barrack. 
he. said he was going to report me with my boss. Later 

my boss said I did right in kicking him out. He has never 
licked.me since then,I do not like him either, 


One of the gaurds, Jose Castro, also told me a story 
about  REtzimans sé 


Mr. Ritzman is a very mean man.aNobody here in the center 
likes him. He is a man that likes to throw his weight 
around. Once when I was selecting men in the barrack he 
came in and shoved me aside instead of saying"excuse me" 
or ging around me, Yes, he is a very mean man. I guess 
everybody in the c@nter is glad he is leaving.(he is being 
transfered to some place in Texas), 


Best Regards to aY¥l1, yours truly, 
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‘Louie M. Tagalban 
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Sir; 


Last night I met the fellow that had been at the center with 
that reporter from the A.B.C. in Mexicali. He said that the reporter 
was very angry that he had been kicked out of the center. He is going 
to try to get an investigation started, by Mexican officials, at the 
center. He said that even though he was kicked out and warned to 
stay out of the center he is going back when ever he pleases. He 
also said that the reporter thinks:something mighty fishy is going 
on at the center and that he was kicked out because they are trying 
to cover something. 


When I got to the center this morning I had a little conversation 
WLU POrEer sy s'es1e 6.610 


Porter; Did that reporter write anything about the center in his 
paper? 

No, there was not athing about the center in the paper. 

Porter; He was warned that if he wrote anything that was not the 
truth his passaport would really be taken away and he will 
never be able to come into th U.S. again. Ritzman was chewed 
out for letting this reporter roam around the center asking 
questions such as he did. If I ever catch that reporter in 
this center, I will pick him up and toss him clear to Mexicali 
from here, 


Later on that day I had a little conversation with Oscar legaspi. 
here is what he said... Ae 


Boy, we scared the heck out of that reporter yesterday. He thought 
he was pretty big stuff comming in here yesterday asking all those 
questions. His passaport was not taken away this time, but he was 
warned that if he ever set foot in this center again it would be 
taken away and he will never be able to come into the U.S. again. 


Well this is all that has developed so far on this. I wil let 
you know if anything else happens. What I can't figure out is why 
Ritzman brought the reporter over to me and told me to give him an 
explaination. (he did not ask me, but told me).Ritzman speaks and 
understands spanish, so he knew and understood all that the reporter 
told me. 


Best Regards{ to you and sy ha Anderson, 
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